
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bo* 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/677,608 


10/02/2003 


Warren M. Rosner 


13660.35 


8952 



21999 7590 08/03/2007 

FC1RTON AND MCCONKJE 
60 EAST SOUTH TEMPLE, 
SUITE 1800 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84111 



EXAMINER 



FIELDS, BENJAMIN S 



ART UNIT 



3609 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



08/03/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/677,608 


Applicant(s) 

ROSNERET AL 


txaminer 

BENJAMIN S. FIELDS 


Art Unit 

3609 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-finaL 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 7-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E1 The drawing(s) filed on 02 October 2003 is/are: a)ED accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

KHOI H.TRAN 
SUPERVISORY PAT^Q^XAMINER 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 14 January 2004 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070721 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,608 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3609 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The Examiner has rendered the claim indefinite because the scope of the 
claimed combination cannot be ascertained. The phrase "wherein the second source 
account is the first source account" renders the attempt to differentiate between the first 
source account and second source account obsolete. Hence, it is unclear how many 
account sources the applicant is actually claiming. 

Appropriate action is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Allen- 
Rouman et al. (US PG Pub. No. 2002/01521), [hereinafter Allen-Rouman]. 
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Referring to Claim 1 : Allen-Rouman shows a system that includes computer 
devices, a method for allocating funds for payment of a transactional account statement 
(Allen-Rouman: Abstract; Figure 1; Page 1, Paragraph 0002// Allen-Rouman teaches an 
online financial funds transfer transaction method in its entirety - Figure 1 displays the 
transactional database proposed to handle transactional such requests, etc.//), the 
method comprising the steps for: using a transactional account to make a first purchase 
(Allen-Rouman: Figure 1c//Allen-Rouman discusses a system where a transaction takes 
place where a first purchase agreement is entered into - Figure 1c depicts the process 
by which this purchase transaction takes place//); electronically reserving a first amount 
of funds available from a first source account for use in making a transactional account 
payment (Allen-Rouman: Page 2, Paragraph 0039; Claim 1// Allen-Rouman shows this 
first transaction which occurs between parties to take place electronically//), wherein the 
first amount allocated corresponds to the first purchase (Allen-Rouman: Claim 12); 
receiving a request to pay the transactional account payment (Allen-Rouman: Figures 
1c, 6; Claim Ml Allen-Rouman shows that the funds are transmitted upon request//); and 
using the first amount allocated to pay the transactional account payment (Allen- 
Rouman: Figure 4c; Page 2, Paragraph 0039; Page 4, Paragraph 0056-0057//Allen- 
Rouman shows, after transaction occurrence, an allocation of funds occurs//). 

Referring to Claim 2 : Allen-Rouman discusses a method, comprising the steps 
for: using the transactional account to make a second purchase (Allen-Rouman: Figure 
4c; Page 2, Paragraph 0039//Allen-Rouman shows a second transfer/purchase occurs 
upon completion of the first transfer/purchase//); electronically reserving a second 
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amount of funds available from a second source account for use in making the 
transactional account payment, wherein the second amount allocated corresponds to 
the second purchase; and using the first and second amounts allocated to pay the 
transactional account payment (Allen-Rouman: Page 2, Paragraph 0039; Page 3, 
Paragraphs 0042-0043//Allen-Rouman discusses an electronic funds transfer which 
takes place between first and second accounts where the allocated payments may be 
reversed//). 

Referring to Claim 3 : Allen-Rouman discloses a method wherein the second 
source account is the first source account (Allen-Rouman: Claim 14). 

Referring to Claim 4 : Allen-Rouman discusses the transactional account being 
one of: a credit account (Allen-Rouman: Figure 5c//Allen-Rouman depicts a 'credit 
account 1 feature, which inadvertently creates an account which is one of a credit 
account as in the instant application//). 

Referring to Claim 5 : Allen-Rouman discusses the limitations of Claim 1 . 
In addition, Allen-Rouman depicts a method wherein the source account is one of: a 
savings account; a checking account; and an investment account (Allen-Rouman: 
Figure 1 1//The "User Chooses From Possible Payment Sources" step/feature allows an 
input that is clearly either one of a savings account, a checking account, and/or an 
investment account//). 

Referring to Claim 6 : Allen-Rouman teaches a method wherein the step for using 
a transactional account to make a first purchase comprises the step for using a 
computer device to provide transactional information corresponding to the transactional 
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account to a vendor to make the first purchase (Allen-Rouman: Figures 1b, c, 2; Page 3, 
Paragraphs 0041 -004 2//Allen-Rouman discloses Figures which depict computer 
devices playing a major role within the electronic funds transfer system and a vendor 
associated with such//). 

Referring to Claim 7 : Allen-Rouman shows a method wherein the step for using a 
transactional account to make a first purchase comprises entering an amount of the first 
purchase into the computer device to track purchases make by the transactional 
account (Allen-Rouman: Figures 1b, c, 2; Page 3, Paragraphs 0041-0042//Allen- 
Rouman discloses Figures which depict computer devices playing a major role within 
the electronic funds transfer system and a vendor associated with such//). 

Referring to Claim 8 : Allen-Rouman discusses the limitations of Claim 1. 
Allen-Rouman further teaches the step for electronically reserving a first amount of 
funds comprises the steps for: identifying the first source account (Allen-Rouman: 
Figure 1b// Allen-Rouman displays a first source (Funds Transfer Server) being initiated 
in order to begin the transaction//); and determining whether the first source account 
includes sufficient available funds to cover the first amount of funds (Allen-Rouman: 
Figure 1c; Page 4, Paragraph 0055-0056//Allen-Rouman details a step wherein at the 
moment the funds transfer should take place, funds must be available in order to do 
so//). 

Referring to Claim 9 : Allen-Rouman teaches a step for electronically reserving a 
first amount of funds comprises at least one of the steps for: designating the first 
amount of funds for use in making the transactional account payment (Allen-Rouman: 
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Figure 5a, c//Allen-Rouman shows a funds transfer server/account which is establish in 
order to initiate a transactional account//); and placing a the first amount of funds into a 
holding account until payment of the transactional account is made (Allen-Rouman: 
Figures 6 and 1 1 //Allen-Rouman represents a user bank, merchant bank, and an 
Automated Clearing House (ACH) network in order to serve as a holding account or 
repository for the transactional account established//). 

Referring to Claim 10 : Allen-Rouman discusses a method wherein the request is 
an electronic request received by the computer device (Allen-Rouman: Figures 1b, c; 
Page 2, Paragraph 0039// Allen-Rouman shows that the request received from the other 
party is of electronic means and received via a networked device//). 

Referring to Claim 1 1 : Allen-Rouman discloses a method wherein the request is 
an entry made by a user after receipt of the transactional account statement (Allen- 
Rouman: Page 2, Paragraphs 0039-0040). 

Referring to Claim 12 : Allen-Rouman discusses the limitations of Claim 1 . 
Allen-Rouman further teaches a step for using the first amount allocated to pay the 
transactional account payment, which includes the step for making an electronic 
transfer of funds from the first source account to the transaction account (Allen- 
Rouman: Figure 11//Here, Allen-Rouman describes a conjuncture wherein a partial 
facilitation of several different types of funds transfer requests are completed//). 

Referring to Claim 13 : Allen-Rouman teaches a method wherein the step for 
electronically reserving a first amount of funds further comprises the steps for: 
using a server to capture the purchase from a financial institution (Allen-Rouman: 
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Figures 1, 8; Page 3, Paragraphs 0041, 0042, 0045//Allen-Rouman discloses a Network 
cloud which includes a server in order to communicate financial transactions with 
additional recipients//); downloading the purchase from the server to the computer 
device (Allen-Rouman: Figures 1a, 3//Allen-Rouman displays a connection to a 
database/server which allows an upload and download of transactional information to 
take place//); and assigning purchase to the first source account (Allen-Rouman: Figure 
4c; Page 2, Paragraph 0039) 

5. Claims 14, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kleckner et al. (US PG Pub. No. 2002/0174066), [hereinafter Kleckner]. 

Referring to Claim 14 : Kleckner shows a system for selectively allocating funds 
for payment of a transactional account statement (Kleckner: Abstract; Page 1 , 
Paragraph 0020-Page 2, Paragraph 0024// Kleckner teaches a financial transaction 
settlement system//), the system comprising: a transactional account configured for use 
in making purchases (Kleckner: Page 2, Paragraph 0030//Kleckner discusses account 
types which can be used in such embodiment as disclosed//); a source account that 
includes available funds (Kleckner: Page 1, Paragraph 0020// Kleckner discloses a 
system which checks and verifies available funds//); and a computer device that is 
configured to reserve a purchase price from available funds of the source account each 
time the transactional account is used to make a purchase, and wherein the computer 
device is configured to use the sum total of the reservations made on the available 
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funds during a billing period for payment of the transactional account for the billing 
period (Kleckner: Page 2, Paragraph 0024-0027). 

Referring to Claim 16 : Kleckner teaches a computer program product for 
implementing within a computer system a method for allocating funds for payment of a 
transactional account,, the computer program product comprising: a computer readable 
medium for providing computer program code means utilized to implement the method, 
wherein the computer program code means is comprised of executable code (Kleckner: 
Figure 5// Kleckner displays a flowchart which utilizes a computer program product in 
order to complete the financial transaction of fund allocation//) for implementing the step 
for: electronically reserving a first amount of funds available from a first source account 1 
for use in making a transactional account payment, wherein the first amount allocated 
corresponds to a purchase made using a transactional account (Kleckner: Claim 1). 

Referring to Claim 17 : Claim 17 is rejected on the same basis, as iACIaim 16. 

Referring to Claim 18 : Kleckner discloses a computer program product 
comprising executable code for implementing the steps for: providing second 
transactional information corresponding to the transactional account to make a second 
purchase (Kleckner: Claim 4); electronically reserving a second amount of funds 
available from a second source account for use in making the transactional account 
payment, wherein the second amount allocated corresponds to the second purchase 
(Kleckner: Claim 4); and using the first and second amounts allocated to pay the 
transactional account payment (Kleckner: Claims 4-8). 
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Referring to Claim 19 : Kleckner discusses a computer program product wherein 
the step for electronically reserving a first amount of funds comprises the steps for: 
identifying a source account (Kleckner: Claim 2); and determining whether the source 
account includes sufficient available funds to cover the first amount of funds (Kleckner: 
Claim 1). 

Referring to Claim 20 : Claim 20 is rejected on the same basis, as are Claims 16 
and 20 as indicated supra. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kleckner 
in view of Sperandeo (US Pat. No. 6856971), [hereinafter Sperandeo]. 

Referring to Claim 15 : Kleckner discloses the limitations of Claim 14. 

Kleckner, however, does not discuss a system wherein the transactional account 
is based on one of credit or equity. 

Sperandeo discloses a method of completing a financial transaction wherein the 
transactional account is one of either a credit account or an equity account (Sperandeo: 
Abstract; Column 1, Line 17; Column 4, Line 20; Column 7, Lines 1-4//Sperandeo 
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teaches a financial combination which includes various types of accounts, which include 
credit and equity accounts//). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to modify the method of 
Kleckner to reduce financial settlement risk with the teaching of Sperandeo in order to 
ensure a better return to an investor (Sperandeo: Column 3, Lines 34-57). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kolling et al. (US Pat. No. 5,920,847) teaches an electronic bill payment system. 
Fernandez-Holmann et al. (US Pat. No. 5,787,404) shows a credit-card based 
retirement fund system. 

Hilt et al. (US Pat. No. US 6,032,133) disclose an electronic bill payment system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Benjamin S. 
Fields at telephone number 571 .272.9734. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 7pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached at (571) 272- 
6919. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Benjamin S. Fields 
23 July 2007 
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